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Alberta Labour History Institute 2014 Calendar

The theme of our 2014 labour history calendar is “Uniting From Below: Labour
and Social Movements.” The calendar is an attempt to highlight and honour the
rtnership and solidarity between labour and social movements. While this survey is
certainly incomplete, its intention is to recognize the important work of generations
of rank-and-file unionists and activists from various social movements. The
calendar describes the institutional and political support the formal labour
movement has provided to struggles such as the fight for Medicare and
LGBTQ rights. But perhaps more importantly we are compelled to
A highlight and remember the informal person to person connections
between union and social justice activists in such struggles as anti-
apartheid and Latin American solidarity movements. The cross-
pollination between labour and social justice movements has had far
reaching impacts during the last several decades.
These relationships have helped inform the current labour movement in its
attempt to develop broader, more inclusive community organizing strategies,
and has helped show the potential and power of social unionism. The labour
movement would do well to remember these struggles which have helped
them extend their influence and have also helped make them a much more
relevant and representative movement.

* 20‘14 AIberta Labour History Institute Conference X
Uniting in the Struggle: Labour ard Sccial Movements

Exploring the history and potential between
labour and social justice movements

. National and international research presentations
*. Worker to worker oral history panels
*. Labour films

“*. Troublemakers Speaker Series:
Featuring Canadian Trade Union Activist and Academic - Sam Gindin

Visit: WWW.ALHICONFERENCE.CA
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LGBT Workers' Struggles

Before the 21st century, Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgen-
dered (LGBT) workers had reason to complain that the labour
movement was hesitant to work with LGBT social movements.
But, owing to the pressures of LGBT persons within the labour
movement, that has changed over the last decade. In 2003,
the Alberta Federation of Labour convention created a working
group to deal with issues of importance to lesbian, gay, bisexual,
and transgendered workers. The next convention in 2005 trans-
formed that working group into a permanent Standing Commit-
tee, the Pride and Solidarity Committee.

Pride and Solidarity works to establish and implement LGBT
programs in the workplace, home, and community and to pro-
mote labour’s values and struggles among LGBT persons via
forums, conferences, mass action, and educational courses.
The Committee’s work has resulted, among other things, in the
production of posters that chronicle the struggle of LGBT activ-
ists in Alberta.

In 2008, both the AFL and the Alberta Union of Provincial
Employees were sponsors of Pride Week in Edmonton and have
continued to support Pride events across the province.

LGBT resolutions passed at the 2011 AFL convention demon-
strate some of LGBT workers’ current struggles. They included
a call for making “gender identity and gender expression” areas
to be included in anti-bullying policies in schools, which school
boards are increasingly agreeing to do. The convention also
called for education about sexual diversity in schools and for
an end to discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation for
programs of blood and organ donation.
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Rocriginal Struggles

The trade union movement in Alberta played an important
role in the 1960s in the struggle for legislation to prohibit
employers and landlords from discriminating against Albertans
on the basis of their racial origins. But Canada’s first peoples
remain the victims not only of discrimination but of colonial
refusals to recognize their rights as the first occupants of Al-
berta. The trade union movement has supported struggles for
Aboriginal social justice such as the seven-decades struggle of
the Lubicon Lake Cree for control over their territory, which is
increasingly being ravaged by giant oil companies.

In 1997, for the first time, the AFL reserved two positions

on its executive council for Aboriginal representatives. Barb
Ames, one of the first two representatives, promised: “We will
be reaching out to the aboriginal community in an effort to
find out how unions and aboriginal people can work together
to promote justice and provide opportunity for aboriginals in
the workplace.”

The AFL lobbied federal and provincial governments to
proclaim a national holiday on June 21, National Aboriginal
Solidarity Day, so that Canadians might focus on the history,
culture, and struggles of Aboriginal peoples.

The Workers of Colour and Aboriginal Workers Committee,
founded in the late 1990s, fights racism both in the workplace
and the broader community. The labour movement has been a
firm supporter of the grassroots Idle No More movement that
arose in December 2012 to use activism to prod governments
to fulfill their commitments to Native people.
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Dutch and British colonialism in southern Africa dispossessed
the Native peoples of the region. In 1948, South Africa elected
a National Party government that was committed to hardline
policies of residential and occupational segregation of the
“races” in the country, subordinating non-whites to whites
and depriving them of civil rights while subjecting them to
extreme exploitation by white employers. These policies were
called “apartheid.”

The exploited masses of South Africa resisted apartheid, and
the government cracked down on protesters, massacring

69 demonstrators in Sharpeville in 1960. The Sharpeville
Massacre inspired a world-wide anti-apartheid movement
that included civil rights advocates, including the trade union
movement in Canada. Initially the trade unions however only
supported a boycott of goods made in South Africa, balking

at a policy of Canada divesting itself of South African capital
because a number of unionized firms, such as Carling Brewery,
were controlled by South African investors.

In the 1980s, Alberta unions joined the Canadian Labour Con-
gress in supporting the illegal unions that sprang up in South
Africa to defend non-white workers from exploitation and

to demand equal civil rights for all South Africans. Apartheid
finally ended in the 1990s when an international campaign of
economic sanctions against South Africa forced the National
Party to concede civil rights for all South Africans.

4nz‘/—c;parz‘/ze/a’ poster, 1992. Ardist:
Sarah %/oc/géon, Africa Fund.
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BoyCoZ‘t poster of the UFWA
circa, 1955. Artist wnknoeon.

U.S. Grape Boycotis

In the 1960s and 1970s, the United Farmworkers of America
fought to gain union recognition for grape pickers, mostly
Mexican immigrants, who were battling exploitative employ-
ers. César Chavez, the union president, facing hostility both
from the employers and California legislators, organized a
boycott of California grapes across North America in a partial-
ly successful effort to force the orchard owners to negotiate
wages and working conditions with the union. Among other
issues, the workers demanded that the employers end their
spraying of grape fields with insecticides and herbicides that
were poisoning the farmworkers and their families.

Alberta unions publicized the grape boycott among their
members and the general public in Alberta. Unions also
raised funds to provide financial support for striking farm-
workers. CUPE representative Clarence Lacombe later noted:

When | was a representative in Red Deer, and also presi-
dent of the Labour Council, we collected money for the
California farm workers, and when César Chdvez...came
to Red Deer, | had the opportunity to talk to him. | consider
him to be one of the brightest leaders in the labour move-
ment, and somebody who’s an example to other people

as to what can be accomplished when you have a strong
enough desire to do something.
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Canadian Awto torkers' Free trade
protest 1954.

Ariti-Free Trade Movement

In 1985, the Progressive Conservative government of Brian
Mulroney began negotiating a free-trade agreement with the
American government. An agreement was announced in 1987,
and its provisions included an end to tariff protection for Cana-
dian industries and of most other forms of protection, as well
as an end to most efforts to support Canadian ownership of
companies in Canada.

Alberta unions had begun opposing talk of free trade as the
negotiations took place, noting that Mulroney had pledged
during the 1984 federal election that he would not pursue
freer trade with the United States, a country against which
Canada had dropped many of its earlier barriers to trade in the
post-war period. AFL president Dave Werlin warned the orga-
nization’s convention in 1986 that free trade threatened “our
Canadian resources, our Canadian jobs, our Canadian culture,
our Canadian social services, our Canadian standard of living,
and Canadian sovereignty.”

The Pro-Canada Network, a broad activist coalition, in which la-
bour played a key role, organized opposition to the free-trade
agreement. In the November, 1988 federal election, a majority
of Canadians voted for parties that opposed the FTA. But the
split of the anti-FTA vote delivered a majority of all seats to the
PCs, who benefited from a multi-million-dollar corporate and
media campaign in favour of the free-trade deal.
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Poster For peace and disarrarent
conference, Edmonton 1959.

Peace & Disarmament

In the early years of the Cold War, the trade union movement
was blindsided by government, media, and corporate efforts
to brand as Communist subversion any opposition to Amer-
ican-led efforts to subordinate the Third World to Western
economic interests. The trade union movement was therefore
largely missing in action as anti-nuclear and anti-imperialist
organizations attempted to sway Canadian public opinion away
from a militaristic view of Canada’s possible role in interna-
tional affairs.

But by the 1970s, as cracks in the Cold War coalition emerged,
the labour movement began to view militarism and imperi-
alism as doubtful friends of Canadian workers. The Alberta
Federation of Labour organized Alberta workers to oppose the
aggressive military build-up under President Ronald Reagan in
the 1980s. In particular, it spoke out against Reagan’s plans to
build a strategic shield around the United States, which would
protect that country against possible nuclear attack while
allowing the U.S. to strike out against other countries without
having to fear retaliation. It called instead for joint disarma-
ment among nuclear countries. The AFL also opposed Canada’s
willingness to test the Americans’ Cruise missiles, missiles that
could kill scores of people while leaving buildings standing.
Alberta’s trade unions were the major organizers of a march
from Cold Lake to Edmonton in May, 1983, in which, for 13
days, workers and other peace activists marched from town
to town, joined at each stop by members of local anti-Cruise
committees who participated for the duration of the march.
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Urions & Anti-Poverty Movements

The trade union movement has a long history of fighting for
state provision for needy Canadians. Trade union campaigns
played a big role in convincing governments to legislate
minimum wages, workers’ compensation, old-age pensions,
and unemployment insurance. The trade union movement
has consistently fought for improvements to these programs,
against which corporate groups continue to urge govern-
ments to limit both coverage and payments.

The trade union movement, beginning in the 1940s, also
worked in coalitions with veterans’ groups, social workers,
and seniors’ organizations to campaign for a large-scale
public presence in the housing market. This coalition argued
that this was the only way to insure that lower-paid workers,
the unemployed, and those unable to work were all housed
decently. In the 1970s, the trade union movement added the
struggle for public, geared-to-income daycare to its demands
in recognition of the fact that women were more likely to be
living in poverty than men.

Since the 1970s labour has also worked with anti-poverty
organizations controlled by poor people themselves, such as
today’s Canada Without Poverty, formerly the National Anti-
Poverty Organization. Labour calls for a guaranteed annual
income above the poverty line for all Canadians. The labour
movement has also called for a public homecare program
and for a public system of homes for seniors and younger
disabled people who require a level of care too high for
homecare to fulfill.
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Ariti-Racism

In 1960, the AFL, making its annual presentation to the
provincial government, called for human rights legislation to
ban discrimination on the basis of “race, colour or creed.” In
1967, the theme of the AFL’s Canadian Centennial convention
was “Human Rights for All.” The AFL worked closely with the
Alberta Human Rights Association in its efforts to persuade
Alberta provincial governments, which were reluctant to
interfere with the rights of employers and landlords, that dis-
crimination was intolerable in a democratic society. In 1972,
the Alberta legislature passed the Individual Rights Protection
Act, which spawned the Human Rights Commission and the
right of citizens to have discriminatory practices that they had
experienced investigated and reversed.

The AFL’s creation of the Workers of Colour and Aboriginal
Workers Committee in the 1990s was a recognition of the
fact that discrimination has continued despite the protec-
tions in law that are supposed to prevent it. This committee
has identified and fought against subtle forms of racialism in
which stereotypes of particular racial groups reduce the pos-
sibilities of advancement of individuals who are “racialized” as
members of that group and not judged on the basis of their
individual achievements. The committee has fought for better
representation of diverse workers within both the unions and
at all levels of various workplaces. It has played a big role in
campaigns against employer exploitation of temporary foreign
workers, whose employers, as studies suggest, have, in the
main, ignored labour legislation in their dealings with these
vulnerable workers.
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Medicare

The labour movement in Canada had campaigned for a pro-
gram of universal medical insurance even before World War I.
After World War Il it became a key political cause for labour
and was enshrined as a chief plank for the New Democratic
Party when it formed in 1961 as a coalition of labour political
action committees and the old CCF. Tommy Douglas, the
NDP’s first national leader, had won the 1960 provincial elec-
tion in Saskatchewan on a promise to implement a provincial
medicare scheme, and his successor, Woodrow Lloyd, fol-
lowed suit. Douglas had the opportunity to insure that such a
national program was implemented when the Liberals, whose
nominal commitment to medicare since 1919 had never per-
suaded any federal Liberal government to fulfill the promise,
found themselves in a minority position after the federal
election of 1963. A federal medicare program was part of the
price that Douglas extracted for NDP support of the Liberal
minority government. Labour played the main role in pres-
suring Prime Minister Lester Pearson not to stall medicare’s
implementation. It was labour’s interventions before the Hall
Commission, established by John Diefenbaker’s Conserva-
tives, to study the funding of medical care in Canada, that led
to the Hall Report of 1964 that firmly supported a national,
universal program. But the Liberals failed to include dental
care, pharmacare, and homecare, which the labour move-
ment continues to advocate for to this day.
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Latin American Sclidarity

At the height of the Cold War, Charles Millard, director of region-
al organization for the International Confederation of Free
Trade Unions from 1956 to 1961, and former Canadian director
of the United Steelworkers of America, attempted unsuccess-
fully to challenge the AFL-CIO’s Cold War mentality regarding
Latin America. The AFL-CIO worked with American intelligence
to subvert independent Latin American trade unions, claiming
that they were fronts for international communism.

The Canadian trade union movement gradually separated itself
from their American counterparts’ bipolar view of the world and
asserted the right of workers everywhere to organized trade
unions free of control by the state in their own country or by the
United States. The Canadian Labour Congress denounced the
military overthrow of Salvador Allende’s elected left-wing coali-
tion government in 1973 and the banning of the country’s trade
unions, a coup that was soon followed by military takeovers
across that continent and the murder of trade union leaders.
By the early 2000s, with the Cold War over, trade union lead-
ers in Canada became bolder in denouncing American efforts
to overthrow progressive elected regimes in Latin America and
state efforts to intimidate trade unionists on the continent. In
2005, the Alberta Federation of Labour and the Edmonton and
District Labour Council endorsed Hands off Venezuela (HOV), a
social movement formed to oppose American efforts to topple
the elected government of President Hugo Chavez, which had
dramatically reduced poverty and inequalities in Venezuela.
Edmonton Ironworkers 720 made a significant donation to HOV.
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£or Support of” Canadian Medical {Unt
during Spamsh Civil War, 1937.

Spanish Civil War

In 1936, Spanish voters elected a centre-left coalition govern-
ment, led by the Socialist Party and supported by the Commu-
nist Party. The country’s aristocracy and bourgeoisie, only will-
ing to support democracy when it produced a government that
did not threaten their financial interests, supported a military
coup led by Generalissimo Francisco Franco. The Republican
government rallied its supporters in Spain to resist the fascists
led by Franco and in 1937 also called on democrats abroad to
come to Spain to fight to preserve democracy in the country.
About 1500 Canadians responded to that call for support.
About 80 percent of the volunteers who joined the Mackenzie-
Papineau Battalion had been part of the army of the unem-
ployed who marched from B.C. labour camps on to Ottawa,
adding supporters along the way, only to see their movement
brutally suppressed by the RCMP in Regina on July 1, 1935.
About half of the Mackenzie-Papineau members died at the
hands of the Spanish fascists.

Franco and his fascists were armed by Adolf Hitler and Benito
Mussolini. But Spain’s pleas to democratic nations to respond
with military support for the republic were ignored because
the leaders of Britain regarded Hitler as a potential con-
queror of the Soviet Union, whose communist policies were a
nightmare for vested interests. Canada forbade its citizens to
participate in the Spanish War and punished veterans when
they returned to Canada.
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INTERNATIONAL

International tomen's Day poster,
Artist: Nancy Hor, 1950.

A latecomer to support of the women’s liberation move-
ment that emerged in the 1960s, the Alberta trade union
movement gradually became a leading advocate. The United
Garment Workers organized Edmonton’s GWG plant in 1911,
but further organization of women workers came slowly. In
the 1960s, as the numbers of unionized public employees
grew rapidly along with women’s employment in those jobs,
women began their march to becoming a majority of union
members.

As women gradually entered the ranks of leadership in unions,
they insured that working women'’s issues took on increasing
importance in negotiations, grievances, and day-to-day union
work. Trade unions led the way in winning maternity leave
rights for women employees. Such rights were later extended
to other women by governments. In 1992, thanks to pressure
from Susan Parcels, an Alberta nurse, who had the backing of
the United Nurses of Alberta, the courts ruled that women are
eligible for sick leave benefits during the health-related por-
tion of their maternity leave.

Women'’s trade unionism, particularly three strikes by UNA
from 1979 to 1988, has changed the status of nursing from
near-charitable work rewarded with low pay and no say in
working conditions, to a profession characterized by profes-
sional pay and at least some union say in the organization of
nursing work.

Thanks to the work of union women, the labour movement
has campaigned for publicly subsidized daycare, for work-
places free of sexual harassment, and for equal opportunities
for promotion for women.
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Uniting in the Struggle:
Labour and Sccial Movements

2014 Alberta Labour History
Institute Conference

Join us from June 18 - 21
The labour movement has a long history of working alongside
a wide variety of other social and political movements: from
the anti-fascist popular front to the Latin American solidarity
campaigns of the 1970s and 1980s, from the women’s move-
ment to LGBTQ movement today, from anti-nukes to envi-
ronmental movements, from human rights campaigns in the
1940s and 1950s to Idle No More today. The Alberta Labour
History Institute (ALHI) conference of 18-21 June, 2014, wants
to investigate this past, present and future of labour’s interac-
tion with other social movements in Canada and beyond.

Visit: WWW.ALHICONFERENCE.CA
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