2012 Labour History Calendar

The Alberta Labour History Institute
commemorates the founding of the
Alberta Federation of Labour in 1912
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Celebrating 100 Years of Alberta
Labour History in 2012

Thank you for supporting the Alberta Labour History
Institute (ALHI). To mark the 100th anniversary of the
founding of the Alberta Federation of Labour (AFL) in
June 1912, the theme of this year’s annual labour his-
tory calendar is 100 years of Alberta labour.

Planning for the AFL’s centennial, which is being cel-
ebrated by unions and other organizations formed
by the workers who built this province, began in
2007 when the AFL and ALHI joined in a partnership
called Project 2012. We wanted to ensure that educa-
tion about labour’s history would form a major part of
centennial celebrations. Communities across Alberta
have planned projects and activities to last throughout
the spring and summer, beginning with a musical tour
headed by well-known Alberta musician and song-
writer, Maria Dunn.

A daylong Celebration of Labour will be held on June
16, 2012 at Fort Edmonton Park. Everyone is invited!
The AFL has booked the old Blatchford Field hangar,
the surrounding field and other venues for a full day
of union displays, presentations, speeches, musical
performances, theatre, kids games and a dance - all
of which will be kicked-off with a banner extravagan-
za down the historical streets of the Fort with banners
from local and national unions, labour councils and
community organizations.

The Celebration of Labour will be preceded by the
Alberta Labour History Institute sponsored confer-
ence on June 13 tol5 at the University of Alberta that
will include presentations by labour historians, story-

telling sessions by long-time leaders and activists and
labour history displays.

The AFL was founded in 1912, when a group of rail-
way workers, miners, farmers, typographers and
tradespeople met in Lethbridge, Alberta to unite in
the struggle for better wages, safe working conditions
and political reform. Its growth is an important part of
Alberta labour’s story, which Project 2012 is spreading
in a number of ways including: a new labour history
book, historical booklets and posters publicizing key
themes in our history, short videos capturing stories
of events and people, videotaped interviews with over
400 trade unionists and community leaders, a Project
2012 Website (www.project2012.ca), brochures and
pamphlets publicizing the celebration, and labour his-
tory displays in art galleries, museums, libraries and
with historical societies.

Join the thousands of Albertans celebrating Alberta’s
labour history this year. Attend a Maria Dunn concert,
visit a museum or archive to see their display, take part
in your community’s 2012 event, register for the labour
history conference — and certainly join the Celebra-
tion of Labour at Fort Edmonton Park on June 16.

For information or to order Project 2012 pamphlets
for distribution to your members call:

Karen Werlin, Project 2012 Administrator
7180-483-8999; kwerlin@telus.net

Winston Gereluk, Project 2012 Chair

180-668-8119; winstong@fastmail.fm



Plan went into force on this da

Jan 2, 1905 Conference of ind
unionists in Chicago leads to the
ﬂ%rtmation of the Industrial Workers
o

al

Jan 6, 1963 The 1,000,000th claim
for compensation by an injured
worker is filed with the Alberta
Workmen’s Compensation Board in
its 45th year of operation

Jan 12, 1973 Negotiations for a first
contract at Wardair fail.
A two-month strike starts

- {?n 15, 19 artin L‘ler King
orn in Atlanta, Georgia
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Jan 16, 1906 Founding meeting of
the Edmonton Trades and Labour
Counci

Jan 17,1915 |ndustriam3f
the World (IWW) poet Ralp lin

writes Solidarity Forever

Jan 21, 1962 Alberta New Demo-
crats founding provincial convention

Jan 24, 1975 Canadian Air Line
Flight Attendants (CALFAA) lob-
bying campai%n defeats proposal
by Transport Canada prohibiting
female flight attendants from work-
ing beyond 13th week of pregnancy

Jan 26, 1850 S. Gompers, first
president of American Federation of
Labor, born

Our Labour has Linked

This Month In La]—aour History
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Jan 27, 1954 Workers at Fort ’
Saskatchewan’s first chemical refin-
ery are chartered as ICWU Local 530.
Now known as Communications,
Energy and Paperworkers Local 530A

Jan 29, 1946 Supreme Court Ju
Ivan Rand, dealing with an aut i
workers dispute in Ontario, rul

that unions have the legal right to 1
collect dues from all members of a
recognized bargaining unit, when the
majority votes to create a union local

.

Polish settlers working on railway, Peace River Alberta, 1928 Glenbow Archives na-3091-19
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What is a labour victory? I maintain that it is a twofold thing. Workers
must gain economic advantage, but they must also gain revolutionary
spirit, in order to achieve a complete victory. For workers to gain a few
cents more a day, a few minutes less a day, and go back to work with
the same psychology, the same attitude toward society is to achieve a
temporary gain and not a lasting victory.
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If you come only to help me, you can go back home. But if you con-
sider my struggle as part of your struggle for survival, then maybe
we can work together.

Aboriginal saying
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Every piece of progressive social legislation passed in the 20th

century bears a union label.
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Plan provides federal cost-sharing
to provinces for social services

April 1, 1902 United Brotherhood
of Carpenters and Joiners granted
charter for Local 1055 in Calgary

April 1, 1917 Strike by 7,500
Crowsnest Pass miners belonging to
the United Mine Workers of America

April 11, 1983 Bill 44 introduced:
removes the legal right to strike for
all hospital workers

April 12, 1919 The Edmonton Free
Press, journal of the Edmonton
Trades and Labour Council, begins
publication

Our Labour has Connected

0

This Month In Labour History

April 1, 1966 The Canada Assistance April 12, 2001 Amalgamated Transit April 22, 1980 Nurses defy back-

Union Local 583 ends Calgary tran-
sit strike

April 17, 1907 Amalgamated Sheet
Metal Workers International Alliance
Local 371 formed in Edmonton

April 17, 1982 The Constitution Act
is proclaimed, along with the Cana-
dian Charter of Rights & Freedoms

April 17, 1984 The Canada Health
Act penalizes provinces that violate
provisions of the Medical Care Act
April 18, 1980 United Nurses of
Alberta begin legal strike at 79
hospitals

April 20, 1914 Ludlow, Colorado
massacre of U.S. miners

April 30, 1900 First Alberta local of
the International Association of
Machinists (IAM 357) formed in
Calgary

to-work order, winning a negoti-
ated settlement six days later

April 22, 1951 Civic, school board,
and healthcare employees form the
Federation of Public Employees,
forerunner of the National

Union of Public Employees

April 23, 1956 Canadian Labour
Congress is formed as a merger of
two competing trade union
federations

April 27, 1933 Fourteen leaders of a
Calgary relief strike are arrested

April 29, 1903 76 people are killed
in Frank, Alberta when Turtle Moun-
tain, weakened by mining, collapses

Ed Tel operators, 1915, Provincial Archives of Alberta B 1482




I have been a daughter; I have been a wife; I have been a mother;I
have been a grandmother; but I never was truly a woman until I be-
came a sister when I joined the union.
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Lucille Dickess, President
Clerical and Technical Workers
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We have words for racism and sexism, but wealth discrimination isn’t
fully recognized. It is a bias in favor of the wealthy and against labor,
the environment, and the community. Concern for the public good
must become the animating force of our economic order.
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This Month In Labou

attle of 66th June 14, 1872
and Commercial ed ﬁrst recognl
al 280P beg ri

June 1, 1986 “Th
Street” United Foa
Workers (UFCW) L
six-month strike
packing plant

ade unions provid- June 21, 1919 “B urd.
n in Canadian law police repression ofworkers i
General Strike resul‘s i

7, 1869 Emma Goldman,
"anarchist- feminist, born in
Kov 0 (now Kaunas), Lithuania

28, 1926 Six Labour mem-
of Carpenters and Joiners g n seats in Alberta provincial
charter for Local 1055 in C

June 7, 1935 The On-
reaches Calgary from Va
June 13, 1381 Wat Tyler
march of English
peasants to London

June 30, 1919 Government raids
unions across Canada, enforcing

‘sedition” legislation meant
strict unionism and fend off
lism




June 2012 marks the 100th anniversary of the founding of the Alberta
Federation of Labour (AFL).To commemorate this important event the
Alberta Labour History Institute is hosting a labour history confer-
ence June 13-15 in Edmonton. A day long Celebration of Labour or-
ganized by the AFL takes place at Fort Edmonton Park on June 16th.
Plan to attend. Check www.Project2012.ca for current details.
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Any executive who thinks the ultimate in busyness consists of having
two important phone calls on hold and a major deadline in 20 min-
utes, should try facing six tables of clients simultaneously demand-
ing that you give them their cheque, fresh coffee, a baby seat, and a

warm smile... "

Success” means surviving the shift.
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Barbara Ehrenreich
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. ne CCF is founded
in Calgary by labo er and
socialist parties and t
Brotherhood of Railway Emp e

August 1, 1906 Edmonton Trades
and Labour Council granted charter

August 1, 1918 With trade union
pressure the Workmen’s Compen-
sation Act becomes effective for the
coal mining industry.

August 2, 1997 United Food and
Commercial Workers Local 1118
settles strike

August 4, 1908 Two-month
national rail strike of CPR shop and
yard worklers begins

" This Month In Laba

Augu
bomb

arops nu

UV J d VEEK

with the compa usin scabs and a
strikebreaking security firm

August 7, 1940 The Unemployment
Insurance Act receives royal assent.
Labour had fought a long battle for
a federal program of Ul

August 19, 1905 Formation of
the first Medicine Hat Trades and
Labour Council

Nurse helping patients with physiotherapy, 1955, Provincial Archives

mem-

ash and in solidarity

e struggle of farmworkers to
achieve dignity and respect

August 22, 1911 Amalgamated
Transit Union 569 granted charter

August 22, 1961 Amalgamated
Association of Street Electric Rail-
way & Motor Coach Employees of
America Local 583 Calgary Transit
strike ends

August 22 1980 Solidarnos,
founded in Poland

August 23, 1927 Execution of
Sacco and Vanzetti by state of Mas-
sachusetts

Day

ert 1/6




The seeds of a new labour movement lie in the assertions of workers’
rights by rank-and-file groups throughout the country. The civil rights
movement, the women’s movement, the health and safety struggle, the
campaigns to defend the democratic rights of union members, have
all vastly expanded our notion of what the labour movement could be.
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This Month In Labour History

September 1, 1905 Alberta becomes September 9, 1991 Canadian gov- September 17, 2003 CEP Local 1900 September 25, 1918 Borden gov-

a province ernment workers stage 9-day strike wallf< oﬁut in Edmonton Pi]n eféci]rt ) I ernrrt1_ent QUﬂfXVIS pUb“CﬁtiOES andd .

i ratify first contract with A-Channe meetings in anguages. Canada’s
a%etﬁnllﬁgr?éaznoggnz:gf mm{'d September 10, 1904 Plumbers and ' - ] radical and labour press are targets
in Alberta begins in Edmonton ~ Pipefitters Local 488 receives first  jeptember 13, 1903 CNICSeRce oo ber 25, 2003 Levi st

9 charter: largest plumbers and pip-  Union 52, representing City of {EleLE N ¢ E“j" Gl
September 4, 1920 Edmonton Free efitters local in Canada and one of  Edmonton inside workers is founded EWSUTCGSfC OSl(eredO_ lé‘ﬂﬁnton S
llzlreevflz'bsee:cr(\)/?se;sAétf,f?git:I . the L g e ST D | W declared Se te?nzztr ;:n1:18lr:30rden overn
paper for AFL gfepctteegbsgvlelrhrlngeﬁ RS e ment bans 14 organizations, incluc-
September 6, 1946 Alberta Farm-  Allende overthrown by CIA backed ~S€Ptember 24, 1963 Canadian ing IWW, Social Demacratic Party,
ers Union begins 30-day strike Coup. Union of Public Employees (CUPE) Chinese Labour Association and
demanding minimum fixed price for September 17, 1956 Convention is formefd b\éla mergler of Natignal Ukrainian Social Democratic Party

) Union of Public Employees an

i begins in Edmonton leading to the  National Union of Public Service ~ 3ricmoer 29, 1931 RCMP murder
September 8, 1886 Alberta’s first merger of the Alberta Federation of Employees wan during peaceful strike demon-
union, the Brotherhood of Loco- Labour and the Industrial Federation pdle gp
motive Engineers, is founded in of Labour of Alberta
Medicine Hat

Women working at Edmonton door and moulding factory, 1917 Glenbow Archives of Alberta NC-6-3311



In my apron I carry nails and pliers, a heavy hammer, and pride.

Maria Bachman, Tradeswoman
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It can readily be seen that women workers either must become orga-
nized and receive not only equal pay for equal work, but also equal op-
portunity for working, or they will, by degrees, naturally form an infe-

rior class in every trading which they enter.
Ida Van Etten, 1891
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Our Labour has Protected
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This Month In Labour History

er 14, 1995 CUPE Local 8

°E Local 55 (Foothills Hos-
undry workers in Calgary

je in illegal strike to stop
acting out. Strike spreads to all
jor hospitals

November 16, 1997 Maple Leaf pork
plant (formerly Gainers) workers
strike despite company threat to
close plant if workers strike

November 22, 2002 Edmonton Shaw
¥ Conference Centre workers UFCW

ember ﬂ, 1902 United Brother- Local 401 strike ends with workers

s and Joiners of  Winning first contract

harter as Local :
1325 Edmonton, the oldest con- November 23, 1170 BC First record-

struction union still operating under ©d strike of workers occurs in Egypt
its original charter in Alberta

aa..

d walk off their jobs
seeking a first contract for
e than a year

America gra

November 24, 1995 CUPE Local 8
and AUPE Local 55 hospital laundry
workers’ illegal strike in Calgary
ends with moratorium on contract-
ing out

November 25, 1983 Canadian postal
workers reduce postal rates to 2
cents as part of negotiating tactics
with Post Office

November 27, 1992 Canadian
‘Paperworkers Union, Communica-
tions Workers of Canada, and the
Energy and Chemical Workers Union
merge to create Communications,
Ener)gy and Paperworkers Union

EP

\Y

Y Vi

Firefighters battle blaze at Marshall Wells store Calgary c.1950 Provincial Archives of Alberta PA 1718.1
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The working classes didn’t bring this one. It was the big boys that thought

the financial drunk was going to last forever and over-bought, over-
merged and over-capitalized.

Will Rogers,

on the Great Depresion, 1931
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December 6, 1921 William Irvine of
Calgary wins first federal labour seat
in Alberta for Canadian Labour Party

December 7, 1896 International
Union of Steam and Operating
Engineers is issued a charter by the
American Federation of Labor

December 9, 1869 Knights of Labor
founded

1910 Bellevue Mine disaster, result-
ing from poor maintenance of the
mine, claims lives of 31 miners in
explosion

December 10, 1886 American Fed-
eration of Labor founded

Our Labour has Created all Wealth

This Month In Labour History

December 12, 1883 Railway engi- December 30, 1886 Knights of
neers and firemen in Calgary strike Labor establish first Alberta base
against wage cuts with an assembly in Calgary
December 18, 1944 Amalgamated

Transit Union Local 1374 at Grey-
hound chartered in Calgary

December 19, 1966 Proclamation of
federal Medical Care Act

December 21, 1932 Edmonton
Hunger March is ended by police
violence with over 100 arrested

December 24, 1904 United Asso-
ciation of Plumbers and Pipefitters
Local 496, Calgary granted charter

Worker delivers ice to Edmonton home, 1920’s, Provincial Archives of Alberta BL 616.5



Ten thousand times the labor movement has stumbled and bruised it-
self.We have been enjoined by the courts, assaulted by thugs, charged
by the militia, traduced by the press, frowned upon in public opinion,
and deceived by politicians. Despite all this and all these, labor is
the most vital and potential power this planet has ever known, and its
historic mission is as certain of ultimate realization as is the setting of
the sun.

Eugene Debs

DECEMBER

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

NOVEMBER JANUARY
M T W T F S s M T W T F S
1 2 3 1 2 3 4 5
5 6 7 8 9 10 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

12 13 14 15 16 17 13 14 15 16 17 18 19
19 20 21 22 23 24 20 21 22 23 24 25 26
26 27 28 29 30 27 28 29 30 31

2 3 4 5 6 1 8
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
16 17 18 19 20 21 22

Winter Solstice

%% %051 25 26 21 28 29

Christmas Eve (24) Christmas Day Boxing Day
New Year's Eve (31)

2012



Celebrate 100 Years of
Alberta Labour With Us!

Components of Project 2012

A new Alberta labour history book - edited by Alberta histo-
rian Alvin Finkel with contributions from seven other authors
and over 100 historical photographs.

A series of historical booklets - on topics such as the history of
Crowsnest Pass; the history of Alberta’s meatpacking industry;
the 1995 Calgary laundry workers’ strike; a history of the AFL;
and the law and Alberta labour.

Two series of historical posters - on the themes of Alberta’s
radical past and the making of our movement.

Short videos - on such topics as the Parcels’ maternity case, the
shutdown of the Hinton pulp mill, Alberta’s temporary foreign
workers and one-industry towns in Alberta’s Coal Branch.
Project 2012 website - where you can download the booklets
and posters, watch the videos and learn more about Alberta
labour history.

2012 Centennial Activities
Maria Dunn Historical Music Tour - Widely acclaimed Alberta
musician and songwriter Maria Dunn

will perform one of two multi-media
save % Dates shows — ‘GWG: Piece by Piece’ or

‘Troublemakers’ - in several Alberta
communities.
Displays in local museums and libraries - Several facilities will
host labour history displays throughout 2012.
Labour history conference - Presentations by labour historians
and story-telling sessions are just some of the components of
this conference, June 13 to 15 at the University of Alberta.
An Alberta Homecoming - Past labour leaders and activists
have been invited back to their communities for 2012 activi-
ties. A special dinner for former AFL Executive Council and
staff takes place on June 15.
Celebration of Labour - A daylong celebration at Fort Edmon-
ton Park on June 16 will be kicked off with a banner extrava-
ganza and include displays, theatrical and musical perfor-
mances, activities for kids and a dance.

In addition to the above, 2012 celebrations include a number
of community events and partnerships, such as the Heritage
Fair, which promotes labour history projects in schools. Look
for our 2012 Celebration Program in March for a full list of cen-
tennial activities or check the Project 2012 website.

Sign up to receive up-to-date event information at:
www.project2012.ca or www.labourhistory.ca





