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Plumbers and Pipefitters Union, Local 488
100th Anniversary

When seven plumbers applied to the United Association for a
charter which was granted on September 10, 1904, they could
not have imagined that Local Union 488 would become the
largest United Association Local Union in Canada. With over
8,000 members, Local 488 is involved in all aspects of the
pipe trades Industry. Local Union 488 has an extensive training
program, an active Political Education (Action) Committee
(PAC) and a very active Retired Members Association.

Local Union 488 has a long history of participation in the
labour movement and also a proud history of being actively
involved in the community.

The 100th year anniversary will be held throughout the year in
2004 at various times and at various events and venues.

United Association Pipe Trades Local Union 496, Calgary,
applied to the United Association for a charter, which was
granted on December 24, 1904. Consequently, Local Union
496 will celebrate its 100th anniversary in the year 2004.
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New Year’s Day

1905 Conference of industrial
unionists in Chicago leads to
the formation of the Industrial
Workers of the World (IWW)

January 2004

1915 IWW poet Ralph Chaplin
writes Solidarity Forever

1975 Canadian Air
Line Flight Attendants’
Association (CALFAA)
lobbying campaign defeats
proposal by Transport
Canada prohibiting female
flight attendants from working
beyond 13th week of
pregnancy
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Notes

1850 Samuel Gompers, first
president of American
Federation of Labor, born

1973 Negotiations for a first
contract at Wardair fail. A two-
month strike starts

1737 Thomas Paine born

1929 Martin Luther King born

1962 Alberta New Democrats
founding provincial convention

1954 Workers at Fort
Saskatchewan’s first chemical
refinery are  chartered as
ICWU Local 530. Now
Communications, Energy and
Paperworkers  Local 530A

Wardair flight attendants struck for two months in 1973 to win a first contract

Chinese
New Year
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Groundhog Day

Family Day

1938 Goodyear sitdown strike
begins
1944 Privy Council Order 1003
comes into effect — provides
national  recognition of collective
bargaining contracts as legal
documents

1918 Seventy-four Edmonton
Fire Department employees
strike in one of the first public
sector strikes in Alberta
2000 Founding of the Industrial
Workers of the World —
Edmonton Branch

Valentine’s Day

1990 Amalgamated Transit
Union Local 583 Calgary Transit
System strike ends
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Notes

1990 Amalgamated Transit
Union, Local 583 Calgary
Transit System strike  begins
2001 Amalgamated Transit
Union Local 583 Calgary
Transit strike begins 2 month
strike

In the early 1920s manual labour was the most common type of work readily available to African Canadians

2002 Largest teachers’ strike
empties classrooms in Alberta

2002 Back-to-work orders
issued by the government in an
attempt to force Alberta teachers
back to the classrooms

Ash Wednesday
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1980 United Nurses of Alberta
organize program of action to
publicize low nurses’ wages

Spring Equinox

1913 First convention of the
Provincial Council of Carpenters

1951 Local 630 of Oil Workers
International Union certified in
Edmonton, the first local in the
oil industry to last for some time

1906 Seven month United
Mine Workers strike in
Lethbridge begins; resulting in
anti-labour Industrial Disputes
Investigation Act being passed
by federal government in 1907

1917 Calgary establishes
Labour Representation League
to nominate candidates in
elections to all levels of
government

1908 First International
Women’s Day started in New
York city by garment workers
1978 Canadian Human Rights
Act (IRA) takes effect, outlawing
discrimination on the grounds of
age or marital status

1871 Paris Commune founded
Feast Day of Saint Joseph,
patron saint of workers

1911 New York Triangle
Shirtwaist Fire — 147 workers,
the vast majority  women,
perish after being locked in the
factory by the employer

1918 Canadian Women’s
Suffrage
1977 Parkland Nursing
Home Workers (CUPE)
begin a lengthy strike

April 2004
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29Cesar Chavez born 1927

March 2004

1919 Civil Service Association
of Alberta (CSA), precursor to
AUPE, formed

St. Patrick’s Day

March 17, 1977, Canadian Union of Public Employees local at the Parkland Nursing Home in Edmonton began a legal strike

Erev Purim
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1917 Seven thousand five
hundred Crowsnest miners
belonging to the United Mine
Workers of America strike

Good Friday

Easter Monday

1983 Bill 44 introduced;
removes the legal right to
strike for all hospital workers

1919 The Edmonton Free
Press, journal of the Edmonton
Trades and Labour Council,
begins publication
2001 Amalgamated Transit
Union Local 583 Calgary
Transit Strike ends

Daylight Savings Time begins

Easter Sunday

1980 United Nurses of
Alberta begin legal strike at
79 hospitals

1980 Nurses defy back-to-work
order from the province, winning
a negotiated settlement six days
later

International Day of Mourning
for workers killed or injured on
the job

1933 Fourteen leaders of a
Calgary relief strike are arrested

April 21, 1951 Civic, school
board and healthcare
employees meet in Calgary
to form the Federation of Public
Employees, the forerunner of
the National Union of Public
Employees

1956 Canadian Labour
Congress formed
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Notes

Earth Day

1947 — Edmonton coal miner. Coal mining has always been a dangerous occupation. But the efforts of the unions led to the introduction of
life-saving changes in the operation of the industry.

Passover
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1830 Mary Harris Jones
born (Mother Jones)
1917 Civic Employees
Federal Union No. 30 granted
charter
1923 International Labour
Day — Edmonton workers
rally to support striking
Edmonton coal miners

1919 Western Labour
Conference in Calgary votes
to dissociate Western labour
from Trades and Labour
Congress of  Canada and
form One Big Union
2002 Shaw Conference
Centre, United Food and
Commercial Workers Local
401strike begins

1886 Workers demonstrate in
Chicago for the eight-hour day;
police attack workers on
Haymarket Square

1771 Labour reformer Robert
Owen born

1818 Karl Marx born;
1903 First issue of Alberta’s
labour newspaper, Bond of
Brotherhood, appears in
Calgary

1968 French students and
workers revolt in Paris

Mother’s Day

1903 International Union of
Bricklayers and Allied
Craftsmen grant charter to
Local 1 in Edmonton
1919 Winnipeg General Strike
begins

Victoria Day

1919 Edmonton & Calgary
general strikes in solidarity
with Winnipeg General Strike

1871 Paris Commune crushed
with 25,000 killed
1919 8000 miners in District
18 join sympathy strike with
Winnipeg workers

1921 Trial of Italian-American
anarchists Sacco & Vanzetti
begins

31
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1905 Calgary Trades & Labour
Council granted charter
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Notes

1974 Two thousand progressive farmers march on legislature in Edmonton to protest meat packers lockout

Shavuot
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1986 June 1 to December 14
“The  Battle of 66 Street” —
United Food and Commerical
Workers Local 280P begin six-
month strike at Gainers
Meatpacking Plant; UFCW
workers at Fletchers in Red
Deer begin strike

1912 Alberta Federation of
Labour founded in Lethbridge

Summer  Solstice

1872 Trade unions provided
first recognition in Canadian
law but with severe restrictions
that force most of them to
forego registering

1869 Emma Goldman, famous
anarchist - feminist, born

1914 One hundred eighty-nine
miners die in Hillcrest mine,
Alberta’s worst mine disaster
ever
2002 Alberta Teachers’
Association reaches deal that
ends the dispute with the
Conservative government

1926 Six Labour members win
seats in Alberta provincial
election

1919 Government raids unions
across Canada, enforcing new
“sedition” legislation meant to
restrict unionism and fend off
socialism

Father’s Day

1935 The On-to-Ottawa Trek
reaches Calgary from
Vancouver

June 2004

1976 Alberta Union of Provincial
Employees formed

May 2004
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Notes

1919 “Bloody Saturday”  —
Police repression of workers in
Winnipeg General Strike results
in two deaths

1919 Winnipeg General Strike
ends

Throughout the twentieth century, railway workers have formed an important component of the trade union movement in Alberta
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1961 Amalgamated
Association of Street Electric
Railway and Motor Coach
Employees of America Local
583 strike Calgary Transit
July 11 to August 22 1936 Spanish Civil War begins

1921 United Farmers of Alberta
government is elected. Four
Labour members are also
elected

1977 United Nurses of
Alberta  begin legal strike at
seven hospitals in Alberta
affecting 2,500 nurses
2000 After eight months of a
bitter first contract fight,
Communications, Energy and
Paperworkers of Canada
Local 115A, strikers lose the
fight for a union contract

1912 Woody Guthrie born

Canada Day

1919 A mass arrest of One Big
Union members is coordinated
by federal government
1935 On-to-Ottawa Trek is
violently repressed by RCMP
in Regina

1949 International
Association of Bridge,
Structural, Ornamental and
Reinforcing Iron Workers
Local 720 charter issued

1918 Hotel and Restaurant
Employees Union organizes
two hotels and six restaurants
after Calgary Trades and
Labour Council threatens a
general strike

1966 Canada Packers strike
by United Packinghouse
Workers of America

July 2004

1968 Canadian Union of Public
Employees 474 Edmonton is
granted a charter

August 2004
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Notes

1948 Canadian Air
Line Flight Attendants’
Association (CALFAA) is
certified

1997 United Food and
Commercial Workers Local
1118, meatpackers at the High
River, Alberta Cargill plant go
on strike

1997  Canadian Auto Workers,
Local 4050 go on strike
against Marriott Food
Services, Michener Center,
Red Deer

1950 National Union of Public Employees, Local 30 sewer construction workers. Sewer construction, like coal mining,  is a dangerous
occupation. Through the efforts of the union movement, it has been made safer.

Tisha B’av
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1906 Edmonton Trades &
Labour Council granted
charter
1932 The CCF is founded in
Calgary by labour, farmer
and socialist parties, along
with one union, the Canadian
Brotherhood of Railway
Employees

1980 Solidarnosc founded
Gdansk, Poland

1908 Two month national rail
strike of CPR shop and yard
workers begins

1911 Amalgamated Transit
Union 569 granted charter
1961 Amalgamated Associa-
tion of Street Electric Railway
and Motor Coach Employees
of America Local 583 Calgary
Transit strike ends

Heritage Day

1834 British National Trades
Union founded

1981 Wardair locks out its 700
flight attendants. The lockout
lasts 13 weeks, with the
company using scabs and a
strikebreaking security firm

July 2004
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Notes

1997 United Food and
Commercial Workers
Local 1118, settles strike

August 2004
August 1971 Fort Saskatchewan correctional officers, members of the Civil Service Association, staged legal walkout
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1946 Alberta Farmers Union
begins 30- day strike
demanding minimum fixed
price for wheat

1963 Canadian Union of
Public Employees is formed
by a merger of National Union
of Public Service Employees
and National Union of Public
Employees

1918 Borden government
outlaws publications and
meetings in 14 languages.
Canada’s radical and labour
press are key targets

1907 More than half of
Calgary’s population attends
Labour Day parade organized
by Trades and Labour Council

1918 Borden government bans
14 organizations, including
Industrial Workers of the World,
Social Democratic Party,
Chinese Labour Association
and Ukrainian Social
Democratic Party

Autumnal Equinox

1904 Plumbers & Pipefitters
Local 488 receives first
charter— largest Plumbers &
Pipefitters local  in Canada
and one of the largest in North
America

1920 Edmonton Free Press
becomes Alberta Labour News;
serves as official paper for AFL

Labour Day

September 2004
August 2004
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In September of 2004, the Plumbers and Pipefitters Union, Local 488, celebrates 100 years of building Alberta

Yom KippurKal Nidre

Sukkot

Rosh Hashanah

Notes

2003 Communications, Energy
and Paperworkers Local 1900
walkout in Edmonton in effort to
ratify contract with A-Channel
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meetings in 14 languages.
Canada’s radical and labour
press are key targets
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In September of 2004, the Plumbers and Pipefitters Union, Local 488, celebrates 100 years of building Alberta

Yom KippurKal Nidre

Sukkot

Rosh Hashanah

Notes

2003 Communications, Energy
and Paperworkers Local 1900
walkout in Edmonton in effort to
ratify contract with A-Channel
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31

1920 One Big Union miners
begin province-wide strike.
Government passes Order-in-
Council for miners to accept
UMWA as their official
representative
1948 International Union of
Operating Engineers, Local 955
granted charter

Halloween

1958 Office and Professional
Employees International
Union Local 379 chartered in
Calgary

1918 Unionists in Calgary stage
sympathy strike with Calgary
freight handlers
1975 Grace Hartman becomes
CUPE president, the first
woman president of a major
union in North America

Thanksgiving

1976 Canadian Labour Congress
holds national day of protest
against Trudeau government’s
wage-control policy

Daylight Savings
Time Ends

1919 Alberta Teachers Alliance
holds province’s first teachers’
strike

1999 Founding meeting of
Alberta Labour History Institute
at southside Rosie’s,
Edmonton

1919 Alberta Teachers Alliance
strike resolved

October 2004

1865 Delegates meet and form
the National Bricklayers Union

September 2004
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Notes

1971Edmonton Public Schools, custodial workers, maintenance workers and skilled trades, members of CUPE Local 784, go on strike

Shemini Atzeret Simchas Torah

Ramadan
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November 2004

1902 United Brotherhood of
Carpenters and Joiners of
America granted charter as
Local 1325 Edmonton, the
oldest construction union still
operating under its original
charter in Alberta

Remembrance Day

1992 Canadian Paperworkers
Union, Communication Workers
of Canada and the Energy and
Chemical Workers Union merge
to create Communications,
Energy and Paperworkers
Union (CEP)

1995 CUPE Local 8 laundry
workers in Calgary engage in
illegal strike to stop contracting
out. Strike spreads to all of city’s
major hospitals and members
from other union’s, including
Alberta Union of Provincial
Employees walk out

1997 Maple Leaf pork plant
(formerly Gainers) workers
strike despite company threat
to close plant if workers strike

1995 CUPE Local 8 and Local
12 hospital laundry workers
illegal strike in Calgary ends
with a moratorium on
contracting out

2002 Shaw Conference
Centre workers UFCW
Local 401strike ends with
workers winning first
contract

December 2004
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The International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees and Machine Operators, struck in 1995 in an unsuccessful effort to preserve their
trade

1999 Members of the
Communications, Energy and
Paperworkers of Canada
Local 115A and the Graphic
Communications International
Union Local 34M at the
Calgary Herald walk off their
jobs after seeking a first
contract for more than a year

Notes
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Communications International
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Calgary Herald walk off their
jobs after seeking a first
contract for more than a year

Notes



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
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5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31

1921 William Irvine of Calgary
wins first federal labour seat in
Alberta for Canadian Labour
Party

1932 Edmonton Hunger
March is ended by police
violence with over 100
arrested

1886 Knights of Labor establish
first Alberta base with an
assembly in Calgary

1905  J.A. Kinney, president of
Carpenters Local 1325,
becomes first president of
American Federation of Labor
(Alberta)

Winter Solstice

1869 Knights of Labor
founded
1910 Bellevue Mine disaster
claims the lives of 31 miners

1886 American Federation of
Labor founded

1883 Railway engineers and
firemen in Calgary strike
against wage cuts

Boxing Day

Christmas Day

December 2004

1904 United Association Pipe
Trades Local Union 496,
Calgary granted a charter by
the United Association

1944 Amalgamated Transit
Union, Local 1374 chartered
in Calgary

November 2004
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January 2005
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30 31

New Year’s Eve

1896 International Union of
Steam & Operating Engineers
is issued a charter by the
American Federation of Labor

Police repression was much in evidence during Edmonton’s Hunger March of December 21, 1932

Hanukkah
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23 24 25 26 27 28 29

30 31

New Year’s Day

1905 Conference of industrial
unionists in Chicago leads to
the formation of the Industrial
Workers of the World (IWW)

1929 Martin Luther King Jr. born

1915 IWW poet Ralph Chaplin
writes Solidarity Forever

1737 Thomas Paine born

1962 Alberta New Democrats
founding provincial convention

1850 Samuel Gompers, first
president of the American
Federation of Labor, born

December 2004
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Notes

1975 Flight attendants’ win
right to work beyond 13th
week of pregnancy

1973 Negotiations for a first
contract at Wardair fail. A two-
month strike starts

1954 Workers at Fort
Saskatchewan’s first chemical
refinery are  chartered as
ICWU Local 530. Now
Communications, Energy and
Paperworkers Local 530A

January 2005
1942 Women war workers work on the cockpit of an airplane
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1942 Women war workers work on the cockpit of an airplane



The Alberta Labour History Institute
(ALHI)
Labour History Calendar 2004

This is the third edition of the Alberta Labour History Institute
calendar. The purpose of the calendar is to create an
awareness of the Institute and the work we are involved with.

The Institute is made up of  rank and file union activists, union
officials, academics and members from the community who
share our interest and commitment in preserving, studying
and disseminating the social, cultural and political history of
working people in Alberta.

You can reach us at:
TEL (780) 471-1940
ALHI suite 205, 10425 Princess Elizabeth Avenue
Edmonton, Alberta T5G 0Y5

For additional calendars, please call (780) 471-1940
Bulk rates available

The cover photograph is from the Glenbow Museum collection.
The photograph is of women workers at the Great Western
Garment Company Inc. in 1918. On September 25, 2003, Levi
Strauss & Co. announced that it will be closing all of its North
American plants and moving production to Haiti.

Photos courtesy of: Provincial Archives of Alberta (J5185/1, J5161/2, J4302/1,
B1322, A9214, J137514, BL529/2), Glenbow Museum, Canadian Union of
Public Employees Local 474, Edmonton Archives, Alberta Union of Provincial
Employees

Calendar Committee: Donalda Cassel, Alvin Finkel, Jack Hubler, Ron Patterson,
Gordie Thomas, Eugene Plawiuk, Dave Werlin

Design: Donalda Cassel IU 560, Scanning: Ingenieuse Productions

Plumbers and Pipefitters Union, Local 488
100th Anniversary

When seven plumbers applied to the United Association for a
charter which was granted on September 10, 1904, they could
not have imagined that Local Union 488 would become the
largest United Association Local Union in Canada. With over
8,000 members, Local 488 is involved in all aspects of the
pipe trades Industry. Local Union 488 has an extensive training
program, an active Political Education (Action) Committee
(PAC) and a very active Retired Members Association.

Local Union 488 has a long history of participation in the
labour movement and also a proud history of being actively
involved in the community.

The 100th year anniversary will be held throughout the year in
2004 at various times and at various events and venues.

United Association Pipe Trades Local Union 496, Calgary,
applied to the United Association for a charter, which was
granted on December 24, 1904. Consequently, Local Union
496 will celebrate its 100th anniversary in the year 2004.




